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 John Falkins (class of ’79) is stepping aside after 
15 years in his role as President of the Oak Bay High 
School Alumni Association.  
 It was in the fall of 2005 when I was asked by 
Doug Shaw (Principal) and Murray Allen (Vice Principal) 
to attend a meeting to discuss the idea of establishing the 
Oak Bay High School Alumni Association.  The previous 
summer these two (and countless others) had undertaken 
the biggest fundraiser in the history of Oak Bay High 
School and established a “Legacy Fund” for the yet to be 
formalized Oak Bay High School Alumni Association to 
manage.  Little did I know that my name would be put 
forward by those 2 individuals to lead this entity with a 
mandate to build on and support the “Four Pillars of 
Excellence” of our proud school: Academics, Athletics, Fine 
Arts and Community Leadership & Philanthropy. 
 The Oak Bay Alumni Board of Directors is tasked 
with many responsibilities including the management of 
$75,000 raised at the Oak Bay High 75th Anniversary and 
to use the interest earned for the betterment of Oak Bay 
Secondary School in perpetuity.  It has been a great honor 
to have worked alongside so many wonderful Alumni over 
these years and to look back on what has been 

accomplished together.  There are too many people to 
acknowledge here but know that I owe each of you a 
heartfelt thanks and that you have made a significant 
contribution to establishing the legacy.   
 By 2007 the fund had earned sufficient interest to 
start giving back to the school and I am proud to share 
that, to date, we have donated more than $67,000 to the 
school. This includes $21,000 in scholarships and $30,000 
towards the purchase of a Steinway Concert Piano, that 
now resides in the Dave Dunnet Performing Arts Theatre. 
Annually the Athletics Department and the Fine Arts 
Department each receive $1,000 to be used at their 
discretion.  In addition to the annual scholarship and 
departmental initiatives, Oak Bay Secondary students have 
been commissioned to design the Alumni Logo and 
Website. 
  It is especially gratifying to have helped these 
students with a “real world” experience in their chosen 
field of education and to provide them modest monetary 
recognition for their efforts. 
 My fondest memories were hosting Alumni 
“Social Events”.  There was an event billed as “Say 
Goodbye to the Old School” just before the High School 
deconstruction began.  This event was attended by 
hundreds with representation from the class of ’44 right 
through to the class of ‘2012 including teachers who had 
taught at Oak Bay. What an emotional feeling it was for 
me to be part of this “Oak Bay HighCommunity” 
attended this event as an Alumnus alongside my children, 
also Oak Bay Alumni, and my wife who taught at Oak Bay 
for 26 years. 
 I am an immensely proud to be an Oak Bay High 
Alumnus and to be part of a vibrant and  
growing Alumni Association.  The Association has big 
plans for the coming years, and I look forward to lending 
my support.  I plan to stay on with the executive in the 
role of “Past President” for at least one more year.  It has 
been my pleasure to be part of something special and I 
look forward to the next chapter of this wonderful  
organization.   Thank You! 
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        CHANGING OF THE GUARD 

 
Joanna Drewry and Eva Eaton are the  
Nominating Committee Co-Chairs for Alumni  
Board Elections 2021.  Joanna and Eva would be 
pleased to hear from members if you want  
to nominate yourself or fellow Alumni to serve. 
Positions include President, Vice President, 
Treasurer and Secretary and Directors at Large. 
 
If you would like additional information, all 
nominations can be submitted attention 
Joanna and Eva at oakbayalumni@gmail.com 
 
We welcome new ideas and vigor to our Board 
in support of all our school endeavors. 
 
As at December 2020,  Alumni members’ names 
submitted and agreed to stand for office are 
Jan Burns, Heather Benson, Joanna Drewry, 
Eva Eaton, Walt Hundleby, Bronwyn Taylor, 
 Jon Valentine and John Falkins,Past President.    
Principal Tom Aerts is our School Liaison  
Board Member. 

	  
	  

	  
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 If you know any classmates or friends who want to join 

our Alumni Data Base, the email 
 oakbayalumni@gmail.com   We will add them to our list.  

Thanks for asking them. 
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

	  
	  
	  
	  

	  
 
 
The call for nominations to our Volunteer Alumni Board is 
happening now and we just want to let you know what we are 
all about and how you can be a part of it. If you have skill sets 
that you think would help us achieve our goals as an 
organization for the ongoing benefit of the school, then please 
consider putting your name forward. 

 
EDUCATION:  If you have a background in teaching, 
mentoring, counselling and promoting young people in 
achievement of their post-secondary education goals, then we 
have an opportunity for you. Every year we work with the 
School Coordinator to assess students’ applications for our 
scholarships and bursaries. Our award categories include De 
Humanitate, Legacy and Sno’uyutth for Indigenous students. A 
bursary for students who demonstrate a financial need is a new 
category sponsored by a Board member.  
 
FUNDRAISING:  The past campaign in partnership with the 
community raised over $131K to purchase a Classic Grand 
Piano, other audio visual equipment and a dedicated website for 
the Dave Dunnet Community Theatre.  Our next endeavor will 
be to focus on the Jack Wallace Track Refurbishment. Working 
with a committee to achieve that goal is welcomed. 
 
WEBSITE: We recently worked with a Computer Science 
student to build an Alumni website for our association. She is 
now working overseas on her degree in computer science with 
an emphasis on artificial intelligence. We supported her 
endeavours by awarding an honorarium for her work. We will 
be embarking on Phase 2 of that initial development and are 
looking for members who have a background in HTML5 
programming. 
 
NEWSLETTER:  This past year we reintroduced our 
newsletter to inform our members about what we are doing. If 
you have a background in writing; communication, or graphics 
we want to make it a better tool for information sharing.  
 
GIVING BACK:   On behalf of our members and as fiduciary 
leaders in accordance with our Constitution, we have donated 
over $70K towards the betterment of our school programs. As 
a Board Member you can help make a difference with new ideas 
and skills to make that difference.  
 

	  



	  
 

 
          WE DID IT AND YOU WERE 

      THERE FOR US! 
 

 
 
 
In September 2016 the school and significant partners 
including School Theatre Management, Alumni, Oak Bay 
Rotary Foundation, and the Oak Bay Community 
Association embarked on a fundraising campaign. A 
Concert Piano Committee was established to lead the 
fundraising efforts.  
 
The original graphic design and branding for the campaign 
was done by a graduating Grade 12 student. The campaign 
was to solicit funds to purchase a piano for the new Dave 
Dunnet Community Theatre at the school. The campaign 
was so successful that we were able to purchase a Steinway 
Classic Grand Piano, additional audio/visual equipment for 
the Fine Arts program, and initiate a website for the theatre. 
The committee’s initial goal was 100 seat sales and $100K.  
 
The campaign is now over and funds that were raised 
through 117 theatre seat sales, individual contributions and 
an Alumni donation achieved $131.9K. The Committee 
recently signed a Deed of Gift to the Board of Education 
School District #61 and transferred all assets. 
 
Thank you to all of you that contributed to this collective 
effort on behalf of  our school’s Fine Arts Program, and 
supporting students as they pursue their passion of 
achieving their artistic goals.   

 
 

 
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

	  

	  
 
 

YOUR OPPORTUNITY TO 
GIVE BACK, 

 
          The 2021 School Year Book 

 
 Ben Turner, Teacher and Year Book Coordinator, is 

calling for your help! 
“We in the yearbook world here at Oak Bay High are 

looking to showcase some past graduates.  I want 
current students to see the great range of possibilities in 
their future. Furthermore, current students may see 
past alumni that could provide some mentorship in 
their own career goals. I am looking for submissions 
that highlight alumni from all walks of life, to show the 
diversity of paths to follow.” 

Submissions can be accepted now until: 
February 12th, 2021 at 

 

	  http://bit.ly/OBalumni	  	   
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   
 



 
 

	  
	  
	  

	  
	  
	  
 

         

 
 
WE ARE GOING VIRTUAL 
                   Oak Bay Alumni 2021 
 
MARK YOUR CALENDARS 
TUESDAY, MARCH 2, 2021 

 
 As most of the world is still in lockdown and/or staying  
close to home, your Alumni Board is doing the same.   
We generally have our AGM in late spring or early  
summer but because of COVID Health Authority  
Directives, we were in compliance.  The Province of B.C.  
allowed for the delay of 2020 normal AGM meetings  
and we applied for ours to be conducted in the spring 
of 2021.  Our submission was approved, and we are now 
preparing a plan for this event. 
 
Here’s what we need to know as part of that plan: 
 
1. Dou you want to attend our ‘VIRTUAL” AGM? 
     If so, please send a confirmation email to us at 

 oakbayalumni@gmail.com. We need to know how many 
 to plan for ZOOM capacity.  That confirmation should be 
 received by FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 12. 

2. All AGM material will be sent out in advance  
 for those planning to participate with us.  We will be 
 reporting 2 years of financial data at that  
 meeting. 

3. We look forward to hosting you in this new 
 format and trust all of you are staying safe 
 with your families during these extraordinary 
 times. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
	  
 

 	  

 

Naming our Newsletter! 

We asked and you answered the 
call…………… 

Thank you to all our members who 
submitted a name for our newsletter that 
identifies who we are and what we are all 
about. The Newsletter Team appreciates your 
contributions:  Victoria Craig, Ruth 
McAllister, Don Craigmyle, and Gillian 
Davidson. 

 
 Just for some context about the Oak Tree 

and its symbolism: 
 
‘The oak tree symbolizes strength and 

courage. Socrates regarded the oak tree as an 
oracle tree. The Druids believed that the 
leaves of the oak tree had healing power and 
would renew strength.’ 

 
We believe this wording is a representation 

of our school and its heritage. 
  
From the names submitted by our members 

we selected a combination of two of them. 
One is honoring the original newsletter name 
in 2012, and the second is looking forward to 
the future. 

 
We hope you like what we chose:  

 
 ‘OAK LEAVES, BRANCHING OUT’ 
 

Your Oak Bay Alumni Newsletter Team 


